CO100 INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE LITERATURE:

THE SPEAKING VOICE

Blocks 1-2, 2007

	Block 1

Professor Corinne Scheiner

Office: Cossitt 205

Office Hours: TuTh 1:30 – 3:00 PM and by appointment

Telephone: x6238

Email: cscheiner@coloradocollege.edu
	Block 2

Professor Rob Kendrick

Office: Cossitt 102B
Office Hours: TBD
Telephone: x6008

Email: robert.kendrick@coloradocollege.edu


Mentor

Tristan Bates

Telephone: (505) 937-1258

Email: t_bates@coloradocollege.edu

Description

What is literature?  What are genres?  How should they be read, interpreted and evaluated?  How do writers compare themselves to others (admiration, imitation, rejection, and transformation)?  Why are so many authors obsessed with the speaking voice?  This course will treat literature as a venue for explorations of the possibilities inherent in narrative, dramatic, and lyric modes, such as Vergil’s delicate negotiation of poetic integrity in his commissioned Aeneid, Antony and Cleopatra’s self-representations in Shakespeare’s play, Spenser’s creation of an English identity in The Faerie Queene, the creation of poetic personas in the work of poets such as Petrarch and Bishop, Woolf’s use of stream of consciousness to mirror identity in To the Lighthouse, and Borges’ erosion of the boundary between fiction and “reality” in his Ficciones.  This course emphasizes close reading of literary texts as well as critical research, analysis, and writing.
Objectives

· To close-read;

· To engage in critical literary analysis;

· To understand the relationships among texts over time, across cultures, and across genres;

· To recognize the different types of comparisons that are possible: thematic, generic, etc.;

· And to address the fact that the texts at hand are (frequently) translations.

Required Texts:

Block 1
Euripides, Medea (trans. Rex Warner; ISBN: 0226307808)
Hrotsvitha, Paphnutius (trans. Christopher St. John; available on ERes)
Shakespeare, Antony and Cleopatra (ISBN: 9780553212891)
Chekhov, Uncle Vanya (trans. Ronald Hingley; ISBN: 0192834126)
Beckett, Happy Days (ISBN: 9780802130761)
Heldris, Le Roman de Silence (trans. Sarah Roche-Mahdi; ISBN: 0870135430)
Kafka, The Metamorphosis (trans. Stanley Corngold; ISBN: 0553-213695)
Woolf, To The Lighthouse (ISBN: 0156907399)
Borges, Ficciones (ISBN: 0802130305)
Ben Jelloun, The Sand Child (trans. Alan Sheridan; ISBN: 0801864402)
Block 2

Vergil, Aeneid (trans. Stanley Lombardo; ISBN: 0872207315)
Beowulf (trans. Seamus Heaney; ISBN: 0393320979)
Dante, Inferno (trans. Robert Pinsky; ISBN: 0374525315)
Spenser, Faerie Queene, Book 1 (ISBN: 0872208079)
Greek Lyric Poetry (trans. Martin L. West; ISBN: 0192836781)

Horace, Odes: Bilingual Edition (trans. David Ferry; ISBN: 0374525722)

Novalis, Hymns to the Night (trans. Dick Higgins; ISBN: 0914232908)

Other readings will be available on the ERes page.
Evaluation:

20%
Time-line project

10%
Group presentation

10%
Individual sub-page(s) 

10%
E-journaling

Students must e-journal twice a week (see syllabus) during the first three weeks of each block.  Each assignment consists of two posts; in the first each student will pose a question, in the second each student will respond to one of the questions posed by another student in the class.

30%
Exams

15%
Midterm

15%
Final

40%
Papers

10%
Paper One: Close reading of text

10%
Paper Two: Critical analysis

10%
Paper Three: Critical analysis

10%
Paper Four: Critical comparison

Course Policies:

Attendance and participation: Discussion-based classes, such as this one, depend on every student being present, prepared, and engaged; furthermore, it is just plain rude for anyone to miss class, to show up late, or to show up unprepared.  Therefore, absenteeism, tardiness, and unpreparedness will negatively affect your grade.

More than one unexcused absence per block will lower your final course grade by one half (e.g. and A- becomes a B+, a B becomes a B-, etc.).

Excused absences include travel for athletic competitions, serious illness or family emergency.  However, this is not automatic.  For such absences to be considered “excused,” you must inform us that you will be absent prior to the class meeting in question and receive consent.  Talk to us in person, e-mail us, or leave a message at our work numbers.

Late assignments: Late assignments lose one full letter grade (e.g., an A- becomes a B-, a B becomes a C, etc.).  We cannot accept assignments turned in more than one week late.

The exceptions to this policy are, of course, serious illness or family emergency.  If either happens, please talk with us.  We’ll work out a schedule for completing your course work.

Plagiarism: ​Using sources beyond your primary text(s) without docu​men​tation is intellectual theft.  Borrowing work from other students violates Colorado College’s Academic Honor System as well.  All of you are too bright to do this, so please don't.  

Plagiarized work receives a grade of “NC”; in addition, all honor code violations will be referred to the Honor Council.

Please make sure you understand Colorado College’s Academic Honor System; respect the academic integrity it calls for and the community of trust it aims to create.

Please indicate on all of your written work that you have upheld the Honor Code.

For more on the CC Academic Honor System, please see the following website: <http://www.ColoradoCollege.edu/Students/Pathfinder/Policies/Academic/HonorSystem.html>.
Syllabus (readings for discussion—read the day before!):

BLOCK 1: Drama and Narrative




Introduction I (part of New Student Orientation)

WEEK 1
9/3
9:00 AM: College Convocation
10:30 AM. Introduction II

1:00 PM: Introduction to e-journaling with Sarah Withee and Professors Scheiner and Kendrick in Barnes Computer Classroom

9/4
Medea

Class lunch and movie: Mighty Aphrodite at 12:00 PM in our classroom
E-journal

9/5
Paphnutius

1:00 PM: Introduction to the library with Steve Lawson and Professors Scheiner and Kendrick—meet at the reference desk on the first floor of the library

9/6
Antony and Cleopatra

E-journal

9/7
Antony and Cleopatra

WEEK 2
9/10
Uncle Vanya

PAPER ONE DUE AT THE START OF CLASS: close reading of a short passage from Medea, Paphnutius,or Antony and Cleopatra

9/11
Happy Days
E-journal

9/12
Le Roman de Silence

9/13
No class: Rosh Hashanah

E-journal 

7:00 PM: EDWARD P. JONES READING (Gates Common Room)

9/14
Le Roman de Silence
WEEK 3
9/17
The Metamorphosis

6:00 PM: Class dinner at Professor Kendrick’s house (1600 N. Cascade Ave., Carriage House)

9/18
To the Lighthouse

E-journal

9/19
To the Lighthouse

9/20
No class: off to write papers

PAPER TWO DUE AT 4:00 PM: critical literary analysis of one of the following works: Krapp’s Last Tape, Le Roman de Silence, The Metamorphosis, Heart of a Dog, or To The Lighthouse

E-journal

9/21
Ficciones: “Pierre Menard, Author of Don Quixote,” “The Circular Ruins,” and “The Library of Babel”

TIME-LINE PRESENTATION—BORGES
12:00 PM: Class lunch and performance by and discussion with Wendy Ishii (Bas Bleu Theatre Company) and Laura Jones (Colorado State University)
WEEK 4
9/24
The Sand Child

TIME-LINE PRESENTATION—BEN JELLOUN

9/25
The Sand Child

9/26
MIDTERM EXAM

Have a good block break!
BLOCK 2: Epic and Lyric
WEEK 1
10/1
Aeneid, Books 1-4
E-journal
10/2
Aeneid, Books 5-8
10/3
Aeneid, Books 9-12
E-journal

10/4
Beowulf
7:00 PM: JEFFREY LENT READING (Gates Common Room)

10/5
No class: off to write papers
PAPER 3 DUE AT 4:00 PM: critical literary analysis of either Aeneid or Beowulf
WEEK 2
10/8
Inferno, Cantos 1-10
E-journal
10/9
Inferno, Cantos 11-21
10/10
Inferno, Cantos 22-34
7:00 PM: CHRISTOPHER BAKKEN AND KERRY NEVILLE BAKKEN READING (McHugh Commons)

10/11
Faerie Queene, Cantos 1-6
TIME-LINE PRESENTATION—SPENSER
E-journal
10/12
Faerie Queene, Cantos 7-12
WEEK 3
10/15
Greek Lyric Poets
E-journal
10/16
Horace
10/17
Petrarch

TIME-LINE PRESENTATION—PETRARCH
E-journal
10/18
Louise Labé, John Donne
10/19
No class: off to write papers


PAPER FOUR DUE AT 4:00 PM: critical literary comparison of two works

10/21
7:00 PM: SALMAN RUSHDIE READING (Armstrong Theatre)

WEEK 4
10/22
Novalis
10/23
Elizabeth Bishop, Peter Handke


10/24
FINAL EXAM

How to access online documents:

· Go to the Tutt Library homepage.

· Under “Course Reserves,” click on “Reserves.”

· Click on “ERes - Electronic Reserves.”

· Click on “Electronic Reserves and Reserves Pages.”

· You can access reserve material for this course by department (Comparative Literature), by instructor (Kendrick, Scheiner), or by the course number (CO100).

· Click on the course number or course name.

· Enter in “co100” as the password.

· Click on the folder you wish to access.

· Click on the name of the document you want to access. 

N.B. You will need to have a free version of Adobe Acrobat Reader installed on the computer you are working on to be able to view or print .pdf files.  All the computer lab machines on campus have the Reader installed already.  If you don’t have it on your personal machine, you can download it for free at: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
Some of the linked documents have very large file sizes (the longer the article, the bigger the file size).  It is best to view or print these articles from a computer that is hooked up to the campus network, or from an off-campus machine that has a fast internet connection.  A regular phone modem connection is too slow to efficiently download, print and/or view some of the larger files.

Please only print the articles once!  Save a tree!

